
What Kind of EV Chargers Do I Need for 
My Business? 
It is proven that EV drivers spend money at the EV charging site host establishments while 
they wait for their car to charge. Not only do EV Charging site hosts get more customer revenue, 
but they have the added revenue stream from selling electricity at their chargers and additional 
connection fees for charger users. 

There are two primary types of public chargers, Level 2, and Level 3. The main differences 
between these types are the price of the charging hardware, level of infrastructure required to 
support the chargers, compatibility with cloud point-of-sale platforms, and the time it takes to 
charge. 

Impower Connection’s charging consultants can help you navigate all the options. We 
represent the leading EV charger manufacturers, and we can educate you on the features and 
benefits of each one. 

If you have a hotel, entertainment venue, apartment complex, office space or fleet, Level 2 
chargers may be the right fit because they enable drivers to get a significant charge in 4 to 8 
hours, without the need to move the car in about 30 minutes like they would at a Level 3 fast 
charger. Level 2 chargers are a much lower cost option, which is a great benefit if you need to 
equip an entire fleet or a parking lot for a destination resort. 

If you are located on an interstate highway and want to attract those looking for a fast charge, 
Level 3 chargers are the way to go. A Level 3 charger or DC fast charger (DCFC) can charge and 
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near-empty vehicle in about 30 minutes, making it ideal for people that are going somewhere 
and just stopping on the way. 

Level 2 chargers are a great amenity to attract overnight guests to your hotel because they 
encourage drivers to stay overnight to get their EV charged. Restaurants or retail shops stand to 
benefit from EV drivers that are simply stopping to charge. 

How much does it cost to buy EV chargers for my business? 

Level 3: Level 3 chargers are currently only available for commercial use because they operate 
at 480 volts with a power range of 100+ amps. Level 3s use direct current (DC) which enables 
them to charge much faster than AC (alternating current). Typically, Level 3 chargers have a 
wider range of compatibility and deliver the fastest charge, which makes them the most 
convenient for the consumer. 

This convenience comes at a cost. The charger’s higher power consumption requires a higher 
upfront cost for the charger and the electrical infrastructure to support it. 

They will nearly always require new transformers and added utility services. Level 3 chargers are 
typically located in public places so the general public can use them to get charged quickly and 
be on their way. Although pricier, Level 3 provides additional long-term benefits, such as 
durability. 

EV drivers look for chargers that are compatible with their EV. Compatibility is based on the 
connector ports on the charger and the vehicle. There are many different types of connectors 
that may be compatible with Level 3 chargers, including Tesla adapter, CCS, and CHAdeMO in 
the U.S. 

EV drivers should get familiar with their vehicle by reading the owner’s manual. As a business 
you want to have chargers that offer the greatest range of compatibility so you can attract as 
many EV drivers to your site as possible. CCS is becoming the standard for Level 3s in the U.S. 

Level 2: Level 2 chargers are a workhorse at a much lower cost than Level 3s and they are 
getting faster as technology evolves. Businesses such as workplaces, movie theaters, apartment 
complexes, hotels, and casinos can get the most value from Level 2 chargers because of the 
time it takes for them to fully charge a vehicle – about 4 to 8 hours. They offer convenience for 
EV drivers in that you do not have to go outside to move your car in about 30 minutes, as 
required with Level 3s. Level 2 chargers are ideal for fleets that have local routes and have 
ample down time shifts to get recharged. casino gamblers, overnight hotel guests, apartment 
dwellers or employees working at least a four-hour shift. Level 2s are an attainable option due 
to their affordable cost, currently $1,000-$5,000 per unit. They offer a much faster charge than 
Level 1 chargers at a fraction of the cost of Level 3. 

Unlike Level 3 chargers, they do not need special high-power infrastructure because the 
charger runs on an AC (alternating current), the same type of current supplied by electrical 
grids, with a 208 to 240 voltage with a power range of 12-80 amps. 
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Level 2 chargers are compatible with the J1772 and the Tesla Adapter in the U.S. The cost 
difference between Level 1 and 2 chargers is minimal when comparing the large price increase 
from a Level 2 and a Level 3. 

Level 1: Level 1 chargers are the slowest and cheapest. For these reasons, they are usually 
found in homes including multi-family complexes where vehicles are meant to park overnight. 
They plug into a standard, AC 120-volt outlet in the U.S. If you have a short daily drive, you may 
be able to charge at home most of the time, and all you may need is an extension cord. 

This charger’s lower electricity consumption results in a very slow charge of only 2 to 5 miles an 
hour. It could take 30 hours to charge, enough to go 105 miles. A benefit of this charger is that it 
runs with a J1772 connector in the U.S. which is the standard connector that comes with most 
EVs, so there is no additional purchase necessary. 

What are the best brands of chargers? 

There are many brands of EV chargers on the market. While many are similar, some have unique 
features such as the ability to be branded with the site host’s logo, and the ability to be 
programmed to charge at the lowest cost time frame which is a nice feature for hotel guests 
that need a charge overnight. 

Nearly all chargers have required features such as cloud network connectivity, weather-rated 
for outdoor use, ADA compliance, manufacturer’s warranty, commercial grade, and compatibility 
with the universal J1772 connector or the CCS for fast chargers. 

 



Leading manufacturers include: 

ABB ‐ ABB is a technology leader in electrification and 
automation across many industries and has been in 
business for more than 130 years. ABB specializes in smart, 
reliable solutions that are emission-free and accessible to 
everyone, everywhere. 

ABB has a wide range of chargers with specialties for multi-
family complexes, workplaces, retail, commercial and 
industrial fleets, heavy duty trucks and public transport. They 
manufacture Level 1, 2, and 3 chargers and will soon be 
launching vehicle-to-grid (V2G) chargers which are also 
known as bi-directional. 

Blink – Blink is a global company and has been manufacturing chargers for more than 10 years. 
They focus on making EV charging accessible. Blink’s diverse product line-up has some of the 
most advanced equipment in the industry. Their products offer a full range of deployment 
configurations, including single and multiple cord pedestals, individual and paired wall-mount 
chargers, DC fast, and even single-family residential charging stations. Some of their chargers 
offer cord control ability. Blink offers a variety of chargers for regions of the world such as the 
Americas, Europe, the Middle East, and India. 

Hypercharge – Hypercharge Networks Corp. is a Canadian-based EV charging solutions 
provider focused on smart, scalable infrastructure across North America. Their offerings include 
Level 2 and DC fast chargers designed for multi-family properties, commercial fleets, 
municipalities, and retail environments. Hypercharge emphasizes flexibility through a hardware-
agnostic approach and supports open standards like OCPP. Their proprietary platform, Eevion™, 
enables seamless integration with third-party apps and systems. With over 5,500 charging ports 
deployed and a growing user base, Hypercharge is rapidly expanding its footprint in the EV 
space. 

Zerova – Zerova Technologies is a global manufacturer of high-performance EV chargers, 
offering solutions for residential, commercial, and fleet applications. Known for sleek design and 
advanced engineering, Zerova’s product line includes Level 2 AC chargers and Level 3 DC fast 
chargers with dynamic power sharing, dual-screen media integration, and ISO 15118 support for 
Plug & Charge functionality. Their chargers are deployed in high-throughput environments such 
as ports, shopping centers, and energy infrastructure hubs, and are trusted by partners in over 
50 countries. 

BreezEV – BreezEV is based in Cary, Illinois. They specialize in Level 2 chargers requiring 240V 
outlets and have options for mounting on walls or on pedestals. Their chargers are made for 
multi‐family residential complexes, municipalities, retail and commercial locations. 
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