Electric vehicles (EVs) have a surprisingly long and winding history—one that predates the
internal combustion engine’s dominance. In the early 1800s, inventors across Europe and the
U.S. began experimenting with battery-powered transportation. By the late 19th century, electric
carriages were quietly gliding through city streets, offering a cleaner and quieter alternative to
their gas-powered counterparts.

During the early 1900s, EVs were more than a novelty; they were mainstream. In fact, electric
cars outsold gasoline vehicles for a time, especially in urban areas where their limited range
wasn’t a drawback. They were easy to drive, didn’t require hand-cranking, and didn’t belch
smoke. Even Thomas Edison got involved, working to improve battery technology.

But the tide turned with the arrival of Ford’s Model T
in 1908. Its affordability and mass production made
gasoline cars accessible to the average American.
Meanwhile, the lack of charging infrastructure and
slower battery development left electric vehicles in
dust. By the 1920s, EVs had all but vanished from

" public roads.




Still, the idea never fully died. In the 1970s, amid oil crises
and environmental concerns, interest in electric propulsion
resurfaced. Automakers and researchers toyed with
prototypes, and NASA'’s Lunar Rover—used during the
Apollo missions—proved that electric vehicles could thrive
in extreme conditions.

The real turning point came in the late 1990s and early
2000s. The Toyota Prius, a hybrid vehicle, showed that
combining electric and gasoline power could be both practical and popular. Then came Tesla,
founded in 2003, which redefined what an EV could be: fast, stylish, and aspirational. Its
Roadster and later models helped shift public perception and pushed legacy automakers to take
EVs seriously.

Today, electric cars are no longer fringe experiments. They’re central to the future of
transportation. With growing concerns about climate change, fluctuating gas prices, and
advances in battery tech, EVs are poised to become the new normal. From humble beginnings
to high-tech marvels, the electric car’s journey is a testament to innovation, persistence, and the
power of a good idea.
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